
 

 
 

 
 
2009 was a banner year for United Paws!  We spayed and neutered 
1,027 cats and dogs, the first time we reached the goal of 1,000 cats 
and dogs altered in one year alone. That brings our grand total, since 
2003 when we first started work in Tillamook County, to 3,700.   

 

OUR MISSION  

The root cause of much cruelty to companion animals is pet 
overpopulation.  As many as 5 million homeless, but healthy and 
adoptable, cats and dogs are destroyed in U.S. shelters every year 
due to lack of homes.  Itôs estimated that the lowest 3% income 
bracket can be responsible for up to 80% of animals ending up in shel-
ters. Yet the poorest among us are often the most warm-hearted, tak-
ing in animals, giving them shelter and food, but lacking the funds to 
have their pets spayed or neuteredða cost that can easily exceed 
$100 per pet.  By offering financial assistance to spay and neuter the 
cats and dogs of those in need in Tillamook County, United Paws 
strives to stop needless pet overpopulation and homelessness. 

It can cost taxpayers $450 per animal for Animal Control to catch, 
house, and often eventually destroy one stray.   Wouldnõt that 
$450 be better spent on spay/neuter?  
 
These two kittens were so wee when a 
United Pawsô volunteer trapped them, 
they didnôt even trip the humane trap.  
They were so hungry, they tried to de-
vour the towel where the volunteer had 
placed the bait.  Weôre pleased to report 
United Paws found them a  
wonderful home, where dying slowly 
from starvation will never happen.  
Would that we could assure this future 
for all kittens in our county!  With your 
help and support, we can at least try.  
 
 

Free-roaming cats must be spayed and 
neutered to prevent their  
suffering and the suffering of their kittens, 2 out of 3 of whom die from 
malnutrition, disease, exposure, or as prey to other animals in the first 
tender year of their tiny lives.  The life of a free-roaming female cat is 
terrible, pregnant by 6 months or younger, and thereafter for the rest of 
her short life, constantly hungry in her desperate search for food for 
her kittens and her own debilitated body from endless pregnancies.  
Tomcats fight, receiving sometimes lethal wounds that can cause a 
slow and cruel death or transmission of disease.   

TNR (trap-neuter-
return) is the humane 
way to manage free-
roaming cat populations 
ï the cats are 
humanely Trapped, 
Neutered (or spayed) at 
a veterinarianôs, then 
Returned to where they 
came from. 

 
 

Contact our hotlineð503-842-5663ð 
to request free materials about how you can help strays in your 

neighborhood, humanely manage your stray population, and thereby 

reduce and prevent animal suffering. 

While United Paws is all about preventing the birth of unwanted cats and 
dogs, nevertheless theyôre out there ð  which is why we are also 
actively involved in fostering and adopting out homeless animals who 
find their way to our volunteers.   We gave 145 abandoned, homeless 
cats and dogs a ñsecond chanceò through our foster program and 
monthly adoptathons in 2009. In 2008, we placed 165 pets into loving 
homes. 
 
This past April, we invited Tillamook Animal Shelter (TAS) to join us at 
our adoption afternoons to showcase dogs longing for loving, ñforeverò 
homes to call their own.  We also offered assistance to TAS to help 
advertise and place the dogs in their care.  United Paws looks forward to 
continuing this beneficial working relationship with TAS to help all 
Tillamook Countyôs companion animals find the good life they so richly 
deserve.  
 
All monthly adoptathons are usually held at the 
4-H Dorm, Tillamook County Fairgrounds.  Visit 
our website www.unitedpaws.org to learn more 
about each animal we have up for adoption 
and to verify adoptathon schedules/locations.  

Please note: you donôt have to wait for an 
adoptathon to adopt any of the animals 
showcased on our website! Just call 503-842-
5663 and make an appointment to meet the 
pet(s) of your choice. 

 

United Paws Wish List 
 
In-kind tax-deductible items we could use: 
¶ Postage stamps (always critical) 
¶ Good quality pet food  e.g. Costco Kirkland brand (We distribute 

this to those who cannot afford to feed their pets adequately in 
these difficult times.) 

¶ Tomahawk model #606 humane cat traps 
¶ Cat playpens ï contact us for best sizes 
¶ Pet travel carriers--all sizes and types welcome  

www.chrisspagani.com 

To assist foster and selfðfoster caregivers  
with veterinary expenses and advertising  

to help place the cats and dogs in their care. 

To financially assist the economically disadvantaged of  
Tillamook County to spay and neuter their pet cats and dogs. 

To assist compassionate residents of Tillamook County  
who wish to help free-roaming cats.   



Free - Roaming Cat Lore  
 
Have you heard of the ñVacuum Effectò?  Itôs a scientific term that 
applies to all predator species.  Hungry, unwanted cats, who are 
predators, congregate wherever there is food.  So if someone 
threatens to kill or catch and dump cats hanging around a 
dumpster, for example, just inform him that wonôt solve a thing.  
More hungry, unwanted cats will simply move in to take their 
place.  The only solution is Trap/Neuter/Return. Itôs also the 
humane and legal one. Since the trapped cats are neutered and 
then returned to the neighborhood site, new, un-neutered cats 
are held back and do not enter the territory. If youôd like more 
information on TNR, contact us at 503-842-5663.  As long as we 
have the funds, weôll help anyone, regardless of income, who 
wants to spay, neuter, and feed free-roaming cats. 

   

Neuter Scooter 
Returns 
 
Following the 2008 
success of our first 
sponsorship of 
a mobile cat 
sterilization 

team called the ñNeuter Scooter,ò we sponsored their 
return three times in 2009.  The Neuter Scooter 
spayed/neutered 332 cats, both companion and stray, 
during these visits.   Weôll be asking them to come as 
often as they can throughout 2010, as long as we have 
the funds to pay for this vital and efficient service. 

ANNIEõS FUND 
 

Though a spay/neuter advocacy group, United Paws is often 
called upon to help injured or ill cats and dogs, since there is no 
other group in the county to tend to the immediate suffering of 
such animals. 
 
In 2009, United Paws spent more than $9,500 on emergency 
veterinary care. Sadly, United Paws witnessed an increasing 
number of animal abuse cases throughout 2009. When the 
economy suffers, so do all vulnerable members of society. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of one donor, the United Pawsô  
Emergency Fund officially has the name ñAnnieôs Fund,ò in 
memory of the donorôs mother.  The fund is to be used  
specifically for emergency medical care of injured pets of  
economically disadvantage residents, abused and rescued 
animals, or homeless cats and dogs. Anyone wishing to  
give to this fund, please send donations to òAnnieõs Fund,ó 
United Paws, P.O. Box 159, Tillamook, OR  97141.  

DESPERATE NEEDS! 

¶ Help with our annual Rummage Sale to be held this summer in Netarts the last weekend in July. Phone 503-842-5089 
¶ A sponsor(s) for our newspaper ads featuring animals in foster care longing for loving, forever homes.  
¶ A Volunteer Coordinator and animal lovers to serve on United Paws Board.   Please call 503-842-5663.  
¶ Last, but by no means least, more foster homes to provide temporary homes for cats and dogs awaiting adoption. 

  United Paws Financials 

 

Despite tough economic times, United Paws once again exceeded the  
previous yearôs income, even though we did not 
receive as much in grant income as in 2008.  
Several out-of-county and out-of-state  
Foundations that support us stated that,  
because their investment portfolios had taken a 
beating, they couldnôt give us as much as they 
had in the past or as much as they would like.  
In Tillamook County, our local organization 
grants also suffered, grantors citing empty 
shelves in Tillamook Countyôs food banks as 
their first priority.  Guidestar, a leading source 
of information on American nonprofit  
organizations, states that the majority of  
nonprofits reported lower donations in both 
2008 and 2009, yet more demand for help.  While United Paws can attest 
to increased calls for assistance, thanks to your support United Paws did 
not suffer lower donations as did most nonprofits!  However, times are still 
uncertain, and we continue to depend on our generous donors so we can 
continue our vital work.     

As of March 2010,  
United Paws has  

spayed/neutered over 
3,700 cats and dogs.   

In 2009, we  
directly paid $47,481 to 

area veterinarians,  
supporting the  
local economy.   

For more detailed  
financial  

information, go to 
www.unitedpaws.org 

A little about the law 
 

United Pawsô volunteers are often told that Tillamook County statutes con-
cern only dogs, therefore nothing can be done about deliberate harm to cats.  
While itôs true our county statutes address only dogs, state statutes apply to 
both cats and dogs, and state law takes precedence over county statutes.  
Therefore, please donôt ever be put off by anybody using this excuse if you 
come across a case of cruelty to a feline, such as hoarding.  Animal abuse, 
regardless of species, is a matter for law enforcement.  Tillamook County 
residents can demand zero tolerance for animal cruelty.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These two petite kitties were rescued from a domestic abuse situation.  
 The abuser had threatened his partner that he would shoot her cats  
(which is against the law).  The link between violence toward animals 

 and violence within society is well-established. 

* Program expense directly benefits 
the animals via pet food for low 

income, foster care, Neuter 
Scooter, animal advertising,  

adoptathon events 


